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The CommissionTo:

1. San Diego Television, Inc., the licensee of station KTTY,

Channel 69, San Diego, California, offers these comments in

response to the Second Further Notice of Proposed Rule Making

released August 14, 1992.

2. Attached is an engineering statement prepared by Cohen,

Dippell and Everist, P.C., a firm whose credentials have been long

known by and fully established with the Commission. This firm has

extensive background information and knowledge regarding the

allocation of Channel 69 to San Diego as set forth in the

statement.

3. We wish to stress the need to give special consideration

to the San Diego market allocation structure in light of its

location near the Mexican border and the impact of Mexican

allocations and authorizations on USA stations in the San Diego

market. In particular, we express concern about the existence of

a substantial number of unused Mexican television channel

assignments, including lower frequency assignments that do not have

the "land mobile" interference problems associated with Channel 69,

that potentially exist for activation in the San Diego market.
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the lower portions of the UHF band, is a matter of

commission, it is not of the same concern to the Mexican

authorities.

4. For these reasons, and given the history of the allocation

of Channel 69 (rather than Channel 27) detailed in the attached

engineering statement, we ask the Commission to factor in the

revised table of assignments the recapture and use of Channel 27 or

an equivalent channel for allocation to San Diego. We also suggest

that the Commission establish a regional working group of

interested television broadcast parties to address the USA-Mexican

aspect of the revised table of assignments for San Diego. without

such input, the Commission's hopes of a successful negotiation

among the San Diego television broadcasters in dealing with the

revised table of assignments probably have no likelihood of

success. San Diego Television, Inc. is willing to participate in

such a regional working group.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

Gene A. Bechtel

Bechtel & Cole, Chartered
Suite 250
1901 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Telephone: 202-833-4190
Telecopier: 202-833-3084

Counsel for San Diego
Television, Inc.

November 16, 1992
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COHEN, DIPPELL AND EVERIST, P. C.

City of Washington )
) ss

District of Columbia )

Donald G. Everist, being duly sworn upon his oath, deposes and states that:

He is a graduate electrical engineer, a Registered Professional Engineer in the
District of Columbia, and is Secretary-Treasurer of Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C.,
Consulting Engineers, Radio - Television, with offices at 1300 L Street, N.W., Suite
1100, Washington, D.C. 20005;

That his qualifications are a matter of record in the Federal Communications
Commission;

That the attached engineering report was prepared by him or under his
supervision and direction and

ona . ver: r.... ( (
District of Columbia ~ ..

Professional Engineer
Registration No. 5714

1:Jti.day of !M~, 1992.

That the facts stated herein are true of his own knowledge, except ~~.~),\~ts
as are stated to be on information and belief, as to such facts hebtlf· '. m
to be true. i. i'~ .-

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
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City of Washington

District of Columbia

)
) ss
)

Warren M. Powis, being duly sworn upon his oath, deposes and states that:

He is a graduate electrical engineer of the University of Canterbury, New Zealand, a
Registered Professional Engineer in the District of Columbia and the State of Virginia, and a
Vice President of Cohen, Dippell and Everist, P.C., Consulting Engineers, Radio - Television,
with offices at 1300 L Street, N.W., Suite 1100, Washington, D.C. 20005; previously
employed for 15 years with the New Zealand Broadcasting Corporation; a member of the
Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand (IPENZ), the Association of Federal
Communications Consulting Engineers (AFCCE), and the National Society of Professional
Engineers (NSPE).

That his qualifications are a matter of record in the Federal Communications
Commission;

That the attached engineering report was prepared by him or under his supervision and
direction and,

That the facts stated herein are true of his own knowledge, except such facts as are stated
to be on information and belief, and as to such facts he believes them to be true.

, 1992.Subscribed and sworn to before me this

~M.~~·
Warren M. Powis';. <

District of Columbia
Professional Engineer
Registration No. 8339

ott day of #Pv'~

~o~~~
My Commission Expires: ¥~k
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INTRODUCTION

This qineerina statement baa been pn:pINd OIl behalf of san Dielo TeJevisiolt, IRe.,

1iccmee of Televisioll s..a- KTTY, Cban8eI fIJ, San J>ieIo, California, in support of its

comments OIl the SecoDd Further Notice of PropoIed Rule Making (WNoticeW) adopted July 16,

1992 (Jdeued Aupst 14, 1992), ill MM Docket No. 87-268. These comments address various

items contained in the Notice u they impact KTTY and the San Diego area.

PRIOR BISTORY OF TELEVISION CHANNEL "
AlLOTMENT IN THE SAN DIEGO AREA

In the 1970's this offiee provided engineering data in support of a request to the FCC to

allot Channel 27 to San Dieto as its fifth commercial service. This channel was cholen due to

the inherently lower propaption loues associated with UHF propagation.!' An appropriate

request was IDIlde for this a1Iocation. Tbe Commission did not vigorously pursue this proposal

and during the peadancy of the propoaed rule maIdn&, Channel 27 was requested by the Mexican

Government. AlthouJh Mexico had a number of unused TV allotments in Tijuana, through a

Commission oversight this additional unused Tijuana allotment was acquiesced to by the FCC.

We are unaware ofany alteInpt by the Commission to rectify this oversight. The only remaining

channel that .met FCC IpICiRc criteria was Channel (J). A secood request, this time for

Channel (J) was fi10d and additional hurdles were put in the way of the Channel (J) allotment

by the Land Mobile CommuaicatioDs Council. This office recommended to the Commission that

it set standards for UHF television and LaRd Mobile operations. The Commission did not deem

VP&rticularly whec c~ed to higher UHF cbAftftel auch aa Channel 69 which waa
ultiaately aaaigced.
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it apprupriate. After~ delay, a-.el 69 was u1UmItcly approved by the FCC.

K'ITY is the statioR 1iceR_ 011 tIIis ChaRnel 69 allotment.

Review of the FCC databue Mows SaIl Dieao 1Iu Iix operating ...... 011 its six

aIIomIeRta; TIjuana hal two operatina seatkJa. 011 its leV. allotments; and Tecate hal no

operaDna ItatioIls on ita two al1otIDenta. In tennI of the number of allotments for which tIIere

are operatina stations, Mexico has received a disproportionate share of frequency allotments.

PROPAGA11ON LOS81'S INCREASE WI1H FREQUENCY

Typical urban receive lites do not exhibit fresael clearance or even visualline-of-siIht

b1ck to television tranami&till& aatamu. Most paths are affected by one or more obstructing

mediums such as:

• hills

• tnIeI

• buildiIIas

The total tJ:a8IIIliIai8I • obsttuction Ioaa inctase with inctase in tiequeacy from

ChaMel 14 (mid-freq'*'Cy of 473 MHz) to Chaanel 69 (mid-frequency of 803 MHz). In

addition, at the receive site, the down-lead from the aIltenna exhibits increaIed loaes with

inctase in frequency.

In order for any off-air ATV system to be competitive with other video media, it must

be engineered in a manner that optimizes die availability to the Jenera! public for reception of

a quality picture which is consiIteAt over lone periods of time without ally sipificant drop-outs

' __, or annoying artifacts. This picture should be acbievab1e without specialized effort or incurrina
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tranIHioIl away from off-air reeepOoft to o&ber ...... such u cable televisioB.

It was obIervod from die CommiJsion's dnft a1lotmeAt plan that ATV daIMeI.iAI

allotment priority aw-n to be&iR with Channel 69 and work downward ill frequency. .K'ITY,

therefore, submits that:

• the lowest avaiIIbIe cIwme1s should be allotted for initial ATV
use,

• after the tIWIIieion period, tcJeviU 8tions sIIould be permitted
to re-charmel to better ATV channels, wherever possible,

• that die IIIUimuIIl all0wabie effecti'fle radiated pow« be a function
of chaRnel JWIM)er itt order tbat .... 011 higher chanDels receive
predicted received service comparable to that tro. lower channel
stations,

• die cIJaft ..with ita ........ ef ATV aIIotmatti 08 the higher
UHF fnIIIqu.ci. wkbin the U.S. DIOIt eenainly will result in the
allcKmeat ef .. ATV tiequencia to Mexican stations and
unused Mexicea allotmeats.

• This couklbe a puticuJar ........ to san DicIo broIdcasten
if U.S.-Mexico trade apeemeats rauhs ia iDcraued iIlves&meRt
bringing into service unused Mexican allotments along the Mexican
border.

• The eom.iIIioR aeeds to be miDdfu1 of its put IapIes ill the
intematiGMI frequency coordination procedures with Mexico.

• The Commillion sIIould permit iDduUy participation when it
begins its discussion with Mexico on ATV matters.
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III the Second F.... NoQce, the Conan... iDcludod a draft table of ATV aUoe...

For the San DieIo marbt, the NTSC and ATV aI10tmeDts are as follows:

Site 1

Site 2

NTSC
15,39,51,69

8,10

9,55,63,65

16,25

KTTY rec:opiza daIt die FCC Ita a mammoth talk in assigning a companion ATV

charmeJ. to every IiceIlIOd NTSC televisioo station. KTTY has undertaJral a review of tile above

television channelJ.in& in the San Diego area and urges the Commission to NCOI1sider the ATV

channellina proposals so that first-adjacent cbannels (NTSC to ATV or ATV to ATV), and

imaae clwmels (ATV to NTSC) will not taUlt. Since KTTY cannot be certain which ATV

channel it will receive, it tbetefore is necessary to comment on all ATV frequmcies propoIed.

From the above San Dieao area chanDel1ing, potential conflicts result from three of the six ATV

al10tmeBts as follows:

• CIuww:I 9 at Site 1 will awaec ,...... interferenoe to KFMB-TV
(a.-ell) .. K:GTV (a-.eI 10) which otJeI* from Site 2.
In addiliM, .. ChaDnel 9 ATV au.-t will potentially receive
int.e.rfenace &om both KFMB-TV and KGTV.

• Channel 16 ATV at Site 2 will CIWe potential interfaence to
KPBS (Cbaua 15) which openta from Site 1. Similarly, the
Channel 16 ATV allotment will receive potential interference from
KPBS.

• Channel 65 ATV at Site 1 will CNIle imaae poteIltial interference
to KUSI, Channel 51 which i.located at Site 2.
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PROPAGATION ANOMALII'S

Barbara area is a weD ftICCJIIIblecI phenomena. K1TY, therefore, W'JCI the Commi.... Jive

special rocopitioD of thiI pbenomeBa when optimizes its ATV cltanneJiD& plan in order to

ftlduce the iJlcompMibiliticl resultin& from co-cbannd ATVINTSC and ATVIATV allotments

in this area.

U.s.-MEXICAN COOItDINATION

The Comllliuion *ould establish a .,... industry task foral' to assist in the

coordination procesI in areu where U.S.-Mexican coordination on ATV frequencies i. of vital

interest. The Commiuioll bas encouraced television stations to negotiate with each ot1ler OIl

ATV matters; however, IITrY feels that in view of the injustice it bas received in the allocation

process, that San Dieco bro8dcas&ers cannot effectively coordinate ATV matters among only

each other in view of the proximity of Mexico.

POST TRANSITION SCENARIOS

The belt achieYabJe ATV channelina plan for the transition period will be a compromiJe

between ATV aDd NTSC .mce objectives. Following ceuation of NTSC transmiuions, the

ultimate health of the ATV off-air iadustry will be heavily dependent OR wide area, interference

free coveraae. IITfY lIIpI the CommiuiOD to enter into neaotiations with Mexico for post

transition ATV allotments for future pJannina purposes and those aIIoUneats be ... public

prior to releue of the revilOd ATV table. In addition, IITfY requests that the Commission give

~ 11Th. ea-iaaion baa hiatorically authori'" auch c~itt_a. ItTTY urgea that the
ca.aiaaion ahould authorize auch a c~itt_ t..ediat.ly.
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caNtW~ to die caIi6aia ud Mexican pnpaptioe ...... in fonIaiac

its ...... piau and 4iItIace IpICiJII rules.

SVMMAIlY

K1TY supports tile CoIIuniuion' I efforts to briD& improved over the air television to die

public. However, K1TY believes it bas a wUque pcnpective in the frequency Ielection procell,

the complexities of delivering a high quality sienal on an upper UHF channel, tile difficulties

BIIOCiated with operating Oft a frequency adjacent to land mobile frequencies, operating in an

BRa whele anamolous pmpeption occurs and being adjacent to the U.S.-Mexican border.

K1TY urgoa the CommiSlioll to IddIeu these vital technical issues and open a forum where

these uaique technical COIlIiderationa can be addreued.


